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Latest News

Bishop David Talley Named as Bishop-Elect of 
the Catholic Diocese of Memphis
By Beth Simkanin

Following the Vatican’s announcement of His Holi-
ness Pope Francis’ appointment of the Most Rever-
end David P. Talley as the sixth Bishop of Memphis, 
the Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz, D.D., Archbish-
op of the Archdiocese of Louisville and Apostolic 
Administrator for the Diocese of Memphis, introduced 
Bishop Talley as Bishop-elect for the diocese to the 
clergy, faithful and public at a press conference at 
the Catholic Center on Tuesday, March 5.

The Most Reverend J. Mark Spalding, D.D., Bishop 
of Nashville, and the Most Reverend J. Terry Steib, 
S.V.D., Bishop emeritus of Memphis, attended the 
press conference.

“I am happy to be here with all of you and to be a 
part of you,” Bishop Talley said. “I know west Tennes-
see has a long-standing culture, and I want to know 
the culture of Memphis. I am here to listen and hear 
from our Catholic family and ask their opinion. God 
allows us to develop relationships and those relation-
ships begin today.”

Bishop Talley is the current bishop ofAlexandria in 
Louisiana, a position he has served for two years. 
Prior, he served in various roles for the Archdiocese 
of Atlanta over a 23-year period, including, parochial 
vicar, administrator and pastor of a number of parish-
es. In 2013, he was ordained to the episcopacy as 
auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of Atlanta.

Originally Southern Baptist, Bishop Talley converted 
to Catholicism when he was 24.  He says he has a 
special admiration for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
“Since I was a Baptist boy, Dr. King has been my 
mentor,” Bishop Talley said. “He took the Gospel to 
the streets. I admired that and his fight for justice.”
Bishop Talley has a master’s degree in social work 
from the University of Georgia and a doctorate in 
canon law from the Gregorian Pontifical University in 
Rome, Italy.

Additionally, he was able to begin learning to speak 
Spanish, when he was director of vocations for the 
Archdiocese of Atlanta through a cross-cultural 
immersion program.
Bishop Talley says his experience ministering 
among people with disabilities is key to his spiritual 
life.
“I am delighted by the news and welcome him,” 
Bishop Emeritus Steib said. “Bishop Talley brings 
with him much experience as a pastor, administra-
tor, auxiliary bishop and bishop. This shows he has 
the pastoral qualities to be a good shepherd and 
Good Samaritan for our diocese, which spreads 
from the Mississippi River to the Tennessee River.” 
The Rev. Robert Szczechura, pastor of the Church 
of the Nativity in Bartlett, Tenn., who was in 
attendance at the press conference, agrees.
“I am excited and hopeful that Bishop Talley will 
bring the peace, healing and stability that we need at 
this moment,” said Father Szczechura.



More Dicesan News

A day after he was appointed the next Bishop of the 
Diocese of Memphis, Bishop David P. Talley celebrat-
ed Ash Wednesday Mass at the Cathedral at the 
8:30am all-campus Mass for Immaculate Conception 
Cathedral School students. The Bishop announced at 
the beginning of Mass that he would always remem-
ber it as his first in Memphis. Interacting with 
students during his homily, he called on them to be 
ambassadors for Christ during Lent.

Bishop Talley Celebrates Ash Wednesday 
Mass at Cathedral

ICCS 8th-graders Luke Gerstner, Brett Barron, and 
Miles Jeanfreau (L-R) have been selected to Chris-
tian Brothers High School's prestigious De La Salle 
Scholars program.
 
De La Salle Scholars are chosen based on their High 
School Placement Test scores and are placed in the 
highest honors academic track CBHS offers. As 
upperclassmen, Scholars have the opportunity to 
enroll in a variety of AP and collegiate dual-enroll-
ment courses. In addition to being named De La 
Salle scholars, all three boys were awarded scholar-
ships based on their placement test scores. Brett 
was awarded $2,500; Luke and Miles were each 
awarded $1,000.

Three ICCS 8th-Graders Named CBHS De 
LaSalle Scholars
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Bishop Talley will move to the Memphis area to 
begin his new role in three weeks. He says he is 
looking forward to serving the Catholic faithful in 
west Tennessee.

“I hope that I might serve as an instrument of heal-
ing and renewal,” Bishop Talley said. “The Holy 
Father made the decision after consulting with His 
consulters and it’s humbling. I have an open heart 
for Memphis, and I hope that hearts will gather to 
hear the proclamation of Jesus as Lord. I am hope-
ful that I can live out my vocation as Christ’s servant 
and shepherd in Memphis.”

Bishop Talley will be installed as the sixth bishop of 
the Catholic Diocese of Memphis on April 2, 2019. 
The time and place of the ceremony will be 
announced in the near future.



More Dicesan News

Dedication of Cardinal Farrell Student Center   Marks first new Seminary Construction 
in 52 years

The Most Reverend Edward J. Burns, Bishop of the Diocese of Dallas, announces the com-
pletion and dedication of the Cardinal Farrell Student Center at Holy Trinity Seminary, Irving.

Bishop Burns presided at the dedication ceremony on March 3, 2019 where he offered a 
special blessing of the building. The 24,000 square-foot center, the first new construction in 
the seminary’s 52-year history, consists of an assembly room, classroom, a full gym and 
fitness center, game room, media rooms, lounge and kitchen, as well as patios and an out-
door sports court.

Funded through the Diocese’s Our Faith… Our Future capital campaign and through the 
generosity of individual donors, the center is named after Cardinal Kevin Farrell who, as 
bishop of the Diocese of Dallas and now assigned to the Vatican, was a great supporter of 
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