
Canon Laws on the Diocesan Finance Council 

Canon 492 §1. In every diocese a Finance council is to be established, over which the 
diocesan bishop himself or his delegate presides and which consists of at least three 
members of the Christian faithful truly expert in Financial affairs and civil law, 
outstanding in integrity, and appointed by the bishop. 

§2. Members of the Finance council are to be appointed for five years, but at the end of this 
period they can be appointed for other five-year terms. 

§3. Persons who are related to the bishop up to the fourth degree of consanguinity or 
affinity are excluded from the Finance council. 

Canon 493. In addition to the functions entrusted to it in Book V, The Temporal 
Goods of the Church, the Finance council prepares each year, according to the 
directions of the 
diocesan bishop, a budget of the income and expenditures which are foreseen for the 
entire governance of the diocese in the coming year, and at the end of the year examines 
an account of the revenues and expenses. 

Canon 494 §1. In every diocese, after having heard the college of consultors and the 
Finance council, the bishop is to appoint a Finance officer who is truly expert in Financial 
affairs and absolutely distinguished for honesty. 

§2. The Finance officer is to be appointed for a five-year term but can be appointed 
for other five-year terms at the end of this period. The finance officer is not to be removed 
while in this function except for a grave cause to be assessed by the bishop after he has 
heard the college of consultors and the Finance council. 

§3. It is for the Finance officer to administer the goods of the diocese under the authority of 
the bishop in accord with the budget determined by the Finance council and, from the 
income of the diocese, to meet expenses which the bishop or others designated by him 
have legitimately authorized. 



§4. At the end of the year, the Finance officer must render an account of receipts and 
expenditures to the Finance council. 

Canon 1273. By virtue of his primacy of governance, the Roman Pontiff is the supreme 
administrator and steward of all ecclesiastical goods. 

Canon 1274 §1. Each diocese is to have a special institute which is to collect goods or 
offerings for the purpose of providing, according to the norm of Canon 281, for the support 
of clerics who offer service for the benefit of the diocese, unless provision is made for them 
in another way. 

§2. Where social provision for the benefit of clergy has not yet been suitably arranged, the 
conference of bishops is to take care that there is an institute which provides sufficiently 
for the social security of clerics. 

§3. Insofar as necessary, each diocese is to establish a common fund through which bishops 

are able to satisfy obligations towards other persons who serve the Church and meet the 

various needs of the diocese and through which the richer dioceses can also assist the poorer 

ones. 

§4. According to different local circumstances, the purposes mentioned in §§2 and 3 can be 

obtained more suitably through a federation of diocesan institutes, through a cooperative 

endeavor, or even through an appropriate association established for various dioceses or for the 

entire territory of the conference of bishops. 

§5. If possible, these institutes are to be established in such a way that they also have 
recognition in civil law. 

Canon 1275 An aggregate of goods which come from different dioceses is administered 
according to the norms appropriately agreed upon by the bishops concerned. 

Canon 1276 §1. It is for the ordinary to exercise careful vigilance over the administration of all 
the goods which belong to public juridic persons subject to him, without prejudice 
to legitimate titles which attribute more significant rights to him. 

§2. With due regard for rights, legitimate customs, and circumstances, ordinaries are 
to take care of the ordering of the entire matter of the administration of ecclesiastical goods 

by issuing special instructions within the limits of universal and particular law. 



Canon 1277. The diocesan bishop must hear the finance council and college of 
consultors to place acts of administration which are more important in light of the 
economic condition of the diocese. In addition to the cases specially expressed in 
universal law or the charter 
of a foundation, however, he needs the consent of the finance council and of the 
college of consultors to place acts of extraordinary administration. It is for the 
conference 
of bishops to define which acts are to be considered of extraordinary administration. 

Canon 1278. In addition to the functions mentioned in Canons 494, §§3 and 4, the 
diocesan bishop can entrust to the finance officer the functions mentioned in Canons 1276, 
§1 and 1279, §2. 

Canon 1279 §1. The administration of ecclesiastical goods pertains to the one who 
immediately governs the person to which the goods belong unless particular law, 
statutes, or legitimate custom determine otherwise and without prejudice to the right of 
the ordinary to intervene in case of negligence by an administrator. 

§2. In the administration of the goods of a public juridic person which does not have its own 
administrators by law, the charter of the foundation, or its own statutes, the ordinary 
to whom it is subject is to appoint suitable persons for three years; the same persons can be 
reappointed by the ordinary. 

Canon 1280. Each juridic person is to have its own finance council or at least two 
counselors who, according to the norm of the statutes, are to assist the administrator in 
fulfilling his or her function. 

Canon 1281 §1. Without prejudice to the prescripts of the statutes, administrators 
invalidly place acts which exceed the limits and manner of ordinary administration unless 
they have first obtained a written faculty from the ordinary. 

§2. The statutes are to define the acts which exceed the limit and manner of ordinary 
administration; if the statutes are silent in this regard, however, the diocesan bishop is 
competent to determine such acts for the persons subject to him, after having heard the 
finance council. 

§3. Unless and to the extent that it is to its own advantage, a juridic person is not bound 
to answer for acts invalidly placed by its administrators. A juridic person itself, however, 



will answer for acts illegitimately but validly placed by its administrators, without 
prejudice to its right of action or recourse against the administrators who have damaged it. 

[See also Canons 1282-128 
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