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Can Grizzlies win it all?

They’re on a hot streak, but these 
stats are a reason for concern. 1B

Ukraine resistance: Citizens stand
guard, outfit troops, give money. 7A

Weather

High 76° | Low 47°
Very warm, sunny.
Forecast, 10B

XEJDHH-10040q

THINKING ABOUT INSTALLING A CARPORT?

Call Today 50%
OFF

Installation!*
*Call Store for 

Details.

Limited Time 
Offer! 

TO SET UP YOUR FREE IN-SHOWROOM OR IN-HOME APPOINTMENT!

100% American Made
Maclin Security Doors is your Memphis area home improvement professionals for patio covers, carports, replacement windows, security doors, sunrooms and more!

901-341-6689
MC-GCI0833894-02

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES
BEGIN LENT IN MEMPHIS

Students at St. Paul Catholic School receive ashes from

Father Stephen Kenny during Ash Wednesday services

Wednesday morning at Saint Paul the Apostle Catholic

Church in Memphis. In the Christian church, Ash

Wednesday is a reminder of human mortality and the

need for repentance. It marks the beginning of the

season of Lent, a period of fasting and prayer that leads

up to the celebration of Easter on April 17.
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RIPLEY – Ford’s Blue Oval City is
not set to begin production until 2025.
That’s not slowing down Ford Motor
Co. from establishing its future region-
al workforce pipeline.

A key target demographic for the
Michigan-based company's workforce
development efforts: teenagers. More
specifically, the region’s eighth-grade
students.

Ford was set to have a booth and
several employees at an eighth-grade
career expo scheduled for Wednesday
and Thursday in Ripley. In September,
Ford, along with South Korean compa-
ny SK Innovation, announced plans
for a $5.6B project to produce electric
trucks and electric vehicle batteries in
Haywood County. Blue Oval City is es-
timated to create about 5,800 jobs.

Ensuring Ford has an adequate
workforce to access once Blue Oval
City opens is one of the biggest chal-
lenges facing the region's leaders in the
coming years. It remains unclear how
many of the 5,800 jobs will be filled by
people currently living in West Ten-
nessee. 

“We’re connecting with kids that
may not understand what Blue Oval
City is,” Ford Workforce Development
Director Liliana Ramirez said. “They
may not have the information. It’s real-
ly the first step at communicating (to)
them and educating them and provid-
ing them an understanding they have
different career paths, and they have
different opportunities (available). It’s
something they may not be aware of.”

Pathways2Possibilites is hosting
the career expo at Ripley Power & Light
Building, 164 Viar Ave. More than
3,200 students from 10 West Tennes-
see counties are planning to attend
and learn more about various indus-
tries — including advanced manufac-
turing.

Ripley, located in Lauderdale Coun-
ty, is about 40 miles north of the Blue
Oval City site in Stanton.

Ford’s expo booth will include a 3-D
printing demonstration and viewing of
an F-150 pickup and the all-electric
Ford Mustang Mach-E.

Sheryl Quan and Zack Kadykowski
are two Ford manufacturing engi-
neers, based in Michigan, whom stu-
dents will encounter during the career
expo. Quan has been with Ford for 21 

Teens are
crucial to
Blue Oval
City success
Ford seeks to interest
8th-graders in project

Omer Yusuf
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Tennessee Gov. Bill Lee told Mem-
phis Mayor Jim Strickland Wednesday
that the state will fund 20 additional
Tennessee Highway Patrol troopers on
Shelby County roads and he stands
ready to be a partner with the mayor on
crime prevention and boosting the
Memphis Police Department’s ranks. 

Lee, in a letter to Strickland, also
drew a contrast with Strickland and
Tennessee House Speaker Cameron

Sexton on truth-in-sentencing legisla-
tion that Sexton is sponsoring and
Strickland has endorsed.

He also expressed a bullish view on
Shelby County’s economy, which is re-
sponsible for a significant part of the
state’s gross domestic product and ap-
pears poised to grow. 

“Memphis and the surrounding re-
gion are experiencing both positive
economic growth and a concerning up-
tick in violent crime,” Lee wrote to
Strickland and the Shelby County dele-
gation Wednesday. “We do not accept
that violent crime has to be growing

pain for a city that’s on the move like
Memphis.” 

The letter from Lee, obtained by The
Commercial Appeal, came the same
day the governor’s office announced the
new troopers, $30 million in potential
bonus money for out-of-state police
recruitment and a $150 million for a vio-
lent crime intervention fund had been
included in the governor’s proposed
budget, which has yet to pass.

Lee plans to be in Memphis Thurs-
day, planning a ride along with MPD 

Gov. Lee promises Memphis funding for 20
new Tennessee Highway Patrol troopers
Samuel Hardiman
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