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October 1, 2024 
 
After a thorough evaluation, the Catholic Diocese of Memphis has made the difficult decision to 
canonically “merge” Blessed Sacrament Parish and St. Theresa of the Infant Jesus Parish, 
establishing one Parish, Little Flower. St. Theresa Church will be the Parish Church, while Blessed 
Sacrament Church will be a subsidiary church of the Parish. This decision was based on a more 
than two-year process of discernment with the Pastoral and Finance Councils of Blessed 
Sacrament and Little Flower, including a comprehensive study of the financial and pastoral 
viability of Blessed Sacrament.  
 
The daily and weekend schedule of Masses, devotions, and activities will remain the same, and 
funerals, weddings, and other events can still take place at Blessed Sacrament, as they have always 
been, but the records will be with Little Flower Parish. What will change is that the geographical 
area that was once Blessed Sacrament Parish will now be Little Flower Parish. The finances, 
sacramental records, and responsibilities of both parishes will now be combined into one, that of 
the St. Theresa Parish.  
 
As this canonical realignment takes place, parishioners and alumni can still worship as they always 
have at Blessed Sacrament. Most importantly, the goal is to grow as one parochial family and 
continue to prosper for years to come. To help move forward together, parishioners will have 
opportunities to process this decision and their future together in various ways (individual 
conversations, correspondence, joint worship, and fellowship), especially in a “Town Hall 
Meeting” that will take place soon.  
 
As we look ahead, parishioners will continue to meet around the unifying Altar of the Lord in love 
and worship, and from Him receive the grace and impetus to continue to bring His Presence to the 
heart of Memphis for many years ahead. All Glory to God! 
 
Note: Attached is the Decree from Bishop David P. Talley that gives the details of the decision. 
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