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22 September 2025  
 

 
To the faithful of the Diocese of Memphis: 
 
Five years ago, 93 men were interested.  Then 43 men started the process of discernment regarding 
the permanent diaconate in service to the Diocese of Memphis. I want to share with you the strength 
of commitment of these men by sharing with you what the past five years looked like for them. Their 
first year began true discernment. For those who moved on to years two through five, the classroom 
work happened one weekend a month for ten months of each year plus a canonical retreat each 
summer.  We worked with St. Meinrad Seminary in Indiana, where we currently have Seminarians in 
formation, so our diaconate candidates were provided master’s level courses.  During each weekend, 
they met for four hours on Friday, twelve intense hours on Saturday and four hours on Sunday.  The 
commitment was not just from the men; it was also from their families.  These men have wives and 
full-time jobs.  They have children and grandchildren involved in all sorts of school activities for which 
our candidates still needed to be present.   

Along the way, we lost men to discernment, difficulty and life changes. Sadly, two of our candidates, 
Matt Sorg of the Cathedral parish and Cliff Christie of St. Augustine parish passed away.  Even with 
all of that, I am pleased to share with you that 20 men were ordained on September 20th.  I am 
thankful to our Lord, Jesus Christ for sending these men to us. See the attached page that shows 
where each of them will serve. Please say prayers for them and their families as they embark on their 
ministry.  

They are living the anointed life!            

Bishop David 
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